AND DAILY PRESS, TUESDAY, AUGUST 131,

AUG 311954

1954

+

One Man's Idea of Brofherhood Pays Off

A sign in fromt of the hame
of Judith and Roland Conrad
at 19730 122nd Ave, St Al
bans, today reads:

“NOT for Sale!”

The sign at the Conrad
house is one of dozens that
have been posted by white
home owners In the neigh-
borhood

Qutsiders may find the
slgns strange. But to hun-
dreds of neighbors In
surrounding arca it is one ol
many evidences that one
man's ldea has paid off in a
real demonstration of inter-
racial brotherhood.

It is proof that white and
Negro householders can live
peacefully within a com-
mundity.

THINGS . haven't always
been that brotherly In the
St. Albans area where the
Conrads [ive. About a year
ago the sipns that started
sprouting didn’t start with
the word “nmol"” They sald:
“For Sale.”

That was after Neville B
Lake, 41, Negro, moved with
W wife and three boys into
the home they had bought at
183-411 Elmira Ave

A month ago Lake, a silk
screen artist and a writer on
technical subjects, wrole a

the,

fortably situated,” the letter
went on

houses were bulll about
years ago.

“When you consider that in
some areas of this land of
ours, a Negro family with
our daring is oftimes beaten
stoned or bombed, yes, some-
times murdered, we have
been well received and com-

letter. It satarted “Dear
Neightor,” and he sent 500
coples of it to home owners
in the arca surrounding his
house.

He pointed out that the
neighhorhood Into which he
had moved had been barred
1o Negroes from the thue the

LAKE admitted thers had
beem some “minor unpleas
antries,” but nothing really
serious . . ., except for the
fact that a number of while
owners immediately put thewr

s

- '

NO SALE: Mrs. Judith Conrad posts “NOT for Sale” :Jgn one of mnny spruulmg
on St. Albans homes, since Neville B, Lake, first Negro ta move inte a “restricted”
nelghborhoed, sent out a letler appealing for interracial brotherhood. Walching
Mrs, Conrad, left to right, are Lake, and William Lee and Werner Schott, co-

chairmen of a new interracial bretherhood council formed in the area.

houses up for sale. All the
purchasers were Negroes

By now. however, “maost of
the bigots are gone™ Lake
wrote. To the “goodly num-
ber of remaininz white resi.
dents,” he addressed this
piea

“De not Tun madly
your homes, but Instead, ats
lempl o keep this the démo-
cratic community it has
become. In that way, it can
be pointed oul as a shining
example of racial unmity, in
stead ol another of Americn's
shameful scars which your
leaving will make it

- - .

LAKE'S APFEAL had an
immediate effect. Whites and
Negroes got together and
formed the “Interracial
Brotherhood Council of
Hollis-St. Albans." Co-rhalr-
men ... one white, one Negro
s oo Were elected, Hundreds,
mostly white, contacted Lake
and cheered his effort

The counctl has held weekly
meetings In members' houses
gince it was formed. Leacers
of established civie groups In
the neighborhood have
pledged their support

Lake formerly lived at the
city’s Woodside Houses. The
comfertable six-room hricks
and-lieldstone bungalow on
Elmira Avenue Is the first
home he has owned
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